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MR. BONANDER: Hello, I'm Matt Bonander. I’m 
from Madera, born and raised. I'm speaking on Merced to 
Bakersfield, the whole thing I guess. I wasn't really 
planning on speaking, but there's not much dialogue going 
on and I got bored. 

Anyway, my family owns a business here in Madera, 
and I am here to say my dislike for the route that would 
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1 

go through town. I mean it would personally impact us 

2 

because it -- we'd have to move our business, but that's 

3 

not really -- I understand that if you put it through town 

4 

business owner complains. If you put it through the 

5 

farmland, farmers complain. I get that. 

6 

But at the same time, I think everybody in Madera 

7 

should be standing against the route through town because 

8 

being born and raised here, there's already a 

9 

socioeconomic divide that goes along the railroad tracks. 

10 

You have the affluent people on this side; you have the 

11 

lower people on that side. And it's already at odds with 

12 

each other. 

13 

Putting a high-speed rail track that’s raised, 

14 

closing intersections, having a 40-foot sound barrier 

15 

going through there, it’s going to make it even worse. I 

16 

can't think of anything worse to make it -- to divide the 

17 

town even more than it already is. 

18 

Next to speak, the last guy that said he thinks 

19 

we needed a stop here, I don't see that being as much of a 

20 

problem as long as like the existing Amtrak stays the way 

21 

it is. I see it kind of like you board an airplane. As 

22 

long as you get on the Amtrak, get a connecting ticket, 

23 

you'd go from here to Merced, get on another connecting 

24 

ticket, I think that's a fine solution. 

25 

I actually love the Amtrak the way it is. I ride 
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it quite a bit. But I see the main problem right now, say 
I want to go to San Diego, even L.A. I get on a train 
here; it takes me to Bakersfield where I get off the 
train, I get on a bus. The bus takes me over the 
grapevine; I get back on a train. Then I continue on my 
way. 

What I think -- so we have a certain amount of 
money to spend on high-speed rail. I think the first 
amount of money should be seen as Amtrak improvement. 
Instead of making the first rail line from Merced to 
Bakersfield, you should be making the first track going 
from Bakersfield to L.A. with the existing Amtrak train 
system. Then you could -- everybody would ride Amtrak a 
lot more. You could actually see how your system would 
work conceptually. 

And, third, I’ve seen -- you know, also, I mean, 
you're on Amtrak, you're going by cars on the freeway as 
it is. Everybody likes this high-speed rail because it's 
going to be so much faster, but I've read some articles 
why Amtrak could go faster if you just upgraded crossings 
as it is, made more medians, had better crossings. Even 
if you did that, you could up the speed of Amtrak itself 
to save time. You wouldn’t even have to full around with 
this whole high-speed rail. 

That's about it. 
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14 MR. CHAUDOIN: Good evening yet again. My name 

15 is Joe Chaudoin. I live here in Madera. I'm representing 

16 Madera. 

17 I decided to come back up here mostly to help 

18 kill time for you guys, but -- 
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But, anyway, you know, living here in Madera I 
was thinking about something else. You guys -- there -- 
if you guys don’t have a station here in Madera for people 
to board or to come out of Madera, you know, you have 
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Fresno to the south of us and Merced to the north of us. 
And from all indications, this thing is going to go from 
Sacramento down to San Diego. Now, people here in Madera, 
you know, if we don't have a stop here, again, Fresno, 
Merced. Or, well, Fresno, Merced. Sorry. 

But I think you should seriously, deeply consider 
having a stop here in Madera for that reason. Because, I 
mean, I know that with the way things are now, I would 
never use high-speed rail because there's no stop here in 
Madera. I would not -- I would consider it a waste of 
time to go to Fresno or -- Fresno or Merced. 

I mean, why bother when I can just drive to San 
Diego or Los Angeles or Sacramento. I mean, come on, 
you're going 30 miles either way or about 30 miles out of 
the way. Why not just go the rest of the distance? So 
really I think having a stop in Madera for those Maderians 
that might want to use it, you'd possibly have a better 
chance with a stop here in Madera. 

And I was also looking at your guys's map here. 
You guys have Selmar, Burbank, Los Angeles, Norwalk 
Anaheim, University City, and San Diego fairly close 
together. And I was told that, you know, Madera is not 
getting a stop because of turn ratios and stuff like that. 
And train speeds. I mean, you have all these cities in 
the south, and even San Francisco and the train terminal 
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fairly close together. So why couldn't Madera have a stop 

2 

when you have these cities that are literally a stone's 

3 

throw away? I mean it just doesn't make any sense to me 

4 

whatsoever. 

5 

Thank you. 
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MR. CHAUDOIN: Round three, ding. Joseph 
Chaudoin, Madera, California, representing Madera, 
California and I'll be speaking again on the Fresno to 
Merced route. 

When it conies to -- or to me, when it comes to 
having this particular project, it's just kind of daunting 
to know that, you know, we’re going to have a train coming 
through at about 220 miles an hour and knowing it's going 
to go through town quite possibly. You know, I mean, the 
stop would be great even with Amtrak, you know. Yeah, you 
can get a connecting stop or you can get a connecting 
route from Amtrak to some other city, but what if you 
don't want to do that? 

You know, you -- I mean to me, you might as well 
either just take Amtrak, go wherever you're going, or 
drive. Yeah, driving is going to get expensive because of 
gas, at least until we find some other fuel source. So, 
yeah, we need high-speed rail, but we also need to know 
that there's going to be -- there’s going to be people -- 
there's going to be people that will not want to either 
drive to Fresno or Merced or take Amtrak to Fresno or 
Merced. 
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1 If you have a stop here and if people can afford 

2 the tickets, then more than likely they'd come here or 

3 they'd come to high-speed rail. And, again, tourism. You 

4 got Yosemite. You got Ahwahnee. You got Bass Lake. You 

5 got all these places. I mean I forget what year it was, 

6 the Queen of England stayed in Ahwahnee when she came to 

7 California to visit Yosemite. But still there are people 

8 here in Madera, there are people on the coast, if they 

9 have a stop, if they know that there's going to be a stop 

10 here, they possibly use it and possibly be more likely to 

11 use it. 

12 Thank you. 
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MR. CHAUDOIN: One last time, Joseph Chaudoin of 
Madera representing Madera. 

This thought just came to my mind a little while 
ago, hence the only reason I filled out one last card. 
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But back on July the 15th, I think it was, I forget the 
exact date, that there was an article in the Fresno Bee , 
and the Army Corps of Engineers was -- had submitted a 
report of some sort. I'm not entirely too sure what they 
submitted, but they submitted something asking that a 
branch of a route be studied that would bypass the City of 
Madera and also the City of Hanford. I'm not too sure 
exactly what they were referring to because I never seen 
anything for that. 

But if there was a way to bypass Madera 
completely, I think that should be looked into, and I 
think that possibly should have been looked into anyway 
without the Army Corps of Engineer -- or without the Army 
Corps of Engineers saying so, 

I'm going to close by saying thank you for your 
guys's patience with me, and that's all. Thank you. 
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